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Adventures In Paradise
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Adventures in Paradise, the debut album by The WAITIKI 7, is a contemporary
re-imagining of the classic Exotica sound introduced on the islands in 1959 the
year of Hawai'i's statehood. Martin Denny, a transplanted mainland pianist who
tapped into the tropical zeitgeist, stirred together several disparate elements, and
created a whole new sound in the process.“Exotica floats in the zone between
soundscapes and an early world music hybrid,” Randy Wong, the bassist, music
director and co-founder of The WAITIKI 7, explains.

Which is where The WAITIKI 7 comes in. Although they bow at the altar of Martin
Denny, Les Baxter, Juan Garcia Esquivel and other Exotica pioneers, The
WAITIKI 7 is a band making music of the moment. The septet retains the
essence of Denny-era Exotica and reconstitutes it for contemporary audiences
raised on the multitude of musical genres and pop culture images being created
today.

The WAITIKI 7 emerged from a quartet formed several years ago by Wong and
drummer Abe Lagrimas Jr. under the auspices of WAITIKI INTERNATIONAL
LLC, an organization dedicated to the revitalization of Exotica and the “tiki” pop
culture associated with it. That quartet's success precipitated the formation of
The WAITIKI 7, whose other members are pianist Zaccai Curtis (Sean Jones,
Donald Harrison, Cindy Blackman), woodwinds player Tim Mayer (Horacio "El
Negro" Hernandez, Danilo Perez), violinist Helen Liu, vibist Jim Benoit and
Lopaka Colon, who doubles as percussionist and bird caller (Lopaka's father,
Augie Colon, did the same in Denny’s group). In addition, trombonist and
arranger Mike Dease (Dizzy Gillespie All-Star, Charles Tolliver and Roy
Hargrove big bands) appears as a special guest on three tracks.

The music on the Adventures In Paradise was either penned or arranged by
WAITIKI 7 members specifically for the recording. In particular, the CD features
the group's versions of Exotica standards popularized by Denny, Baxter and
Arthur Lyman. ASCAP Young Jazz Composer Award winners Curtis and Dease
contributed "Craving" (an original) and a fantastic arrangement of "Maood Indigo”
(Duke Ellington) respectively.

All of the album's performers share a love of the Exotica sound and “tiki” pop
culture, which encompasses everything from art and design to painstakingly
crafted tropical cocktails to cuisine: The Adventures In Paradise CD booklet
includes drink recipes from renowned mixologists Jeff “Beachbum” Berry and
John Gertsen, as well as an appetizer recipe from former Cook’s lllustrated
editor Sandra Wu.
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The WAITIKI 7 are:

WAITIKI 7

RANDY WONG - bass / leader
TIM MAYER - sax, flutes
ZACCAI CURTIS - piano

JIM BENOIT - vibes

ABE LAGRIMAS JR. - drums
HELEN LIU - violin

LOPAKA COLON - percussion &
bird/animal calls

BAND CONTACT
Randy Wong SPECIAL GUESTS
WAITIKI INTERNATIONAL LLC
Phone: 617.771.7971
randy@waitiki.com

GREG PARE - narrator (#11)
MIKE DEASE - trombone (#2, 11, 12)

LABEL CONTACT

Eric Lagrimas
PASS OUT RECORDS
Phone: 808.220.2481
ericlagrimas@gmail.com

www.waitiki7.com
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RADIO ADDS
17 August 2009

STREET DATE
18 August 2009

TRACK LISTING
Coronation 4:30
Totem Pole 5:02
Manila 7:05
Craving 5:07
Left Arm of Buddha 4:43
Her Majesty's Pearl 3:03
Quanalao 4:33

8:07
1:17
2:35
6:39
6:03
3:26

L'ours Chinois

. Ned's Redemption

10. Sacha-Cha

11. Octopus Menagerie

12. Mood Indigo

13. Adventures in Paradise
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AIRPLAY SUGGESTIONS
Upbeat = #1, 7, 9,10
Latin Feeling = #1, 2, 3, 4,10
Jazz=#2, 4
Ballads = #6,13
Standards = #2,12
FORMATS: JAZZ & WORLD

Radio Promotion By

MEA

Mitchell Feldman Associates
Phone: 706.550.0263
MitchellFeldmanAssociates@Comcast.net
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